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GIVE LANGUAGE A CHANCE
NEWS (/NEWS) •  LIFESTYLE (/LIFESTYLE) •  05.05.2015 •  DUNCAN ROBERTS

Liz Wenger

Photo: Gaël Lesure

Interview: Luxembourg author Liz Wenger, now resident in Toronto, has launched Learn Luxembourgish, a
new book aimed at Anglophones wanting to pick up the local language. She explains her motivation and how
the book fills a gap in the market.

When Liz Wenger met her future husband, a Canadian, she says he immediately wanted to learn Luxembourgish. “He realised
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LATEST NEWS

When Liz Wenger met her future husband, a Canadian, she says he immediately wanted to learn Luxembourgish. He realised

he couldn’t speak to half of my family, and he felt strange not knowing what people around him were saying,” she explains.

Wenger thought she could easily teach him the language by using one of the French or German based textbooks available on

the market, but soon ran into a difficulty. “I couldn’t answer any of his questions about grammar, because I never learned my

own language at school.”

The information available was mostly in the form of course books, but they weren’t really suitable for learning at home. Private

language schools were prohibitively priced for the young couple, and at the time publicly funded classes just weren’t available

or didn’t suit their schedules.

Liz becoming pregnant was an “additional motivation” for her husband to learn the language and, being a proactive type,

Wenger enrolled for a one-year course to become a certified Luxembourgish teacher at the Institut National des Langues
(http://www.insl.lu/). The couple also had plenty of English-speaking friends who expressed an interest in gaining some

knowledge of the local language. “I realized a lot of people wanted to learn Luxembourgish but didn’t have the means.”

That realization sparked the idea for the book, titled simply Learn Luxembourgish
(http://www.learnluxembourgish.com).

Ironically, it was right around that time that the couple decided to leave Luxembourg to move to Toronto for professional

reasons. “But I’m stubborn, so I stuck with it,” she says with a broad smile. The book took around 18 months to write and was

based on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.

“It is a proven method and very practical, asking what a beginner in a foreign country needs immediately.”

Wenger is not only helping non-Luxembourgers to learn the language, she is also trying to encourage locals to give those

learning Luxembourgish a chance. To this end she has launched a series of t-shirts and other accessories bearing the slogan

“Schwätzt Lëtzebuergesch mat mir, Ech léieren!”--“Speak Luxembourgish (http://learnluxembourgish.com/) with me, I’m

learning!”
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GRAND DUKE JOINS TRIBUTE TO NCOS (/D/DETAIL/NEWS/GRAND-DUKE-JOINS-TRIBUTE-NCOS/203656)
NEWS (/NEWS) •  CURRENT AFFAIRS (/CURRENT-AFFAIRS) •  21.02.2019
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LUX TO REVIEW DUE DILIGENCE OVER SPYWARE FIRM HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS (/D/DETAIL/NEWS/LUX-REVIEW-
DUE-DILIGENCE-OVER-SPYWARE-FIRM-HUMAN-RIGHTS-QUESTIONS/203646)
NEWS (/NEWS) •  BUSINESS (/BUSINESS) •  21.02.2019

AGENDA

(/agenda)

25.02 EUROQUIZ: HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT EUROPE?
(/D/DETAIL/EVENT/EUROQUIZ-HOW-MUCH-DO-YOU-KNOW-ABOUT-
EUROPE/203566)
QUIZ (/D/CATEGORY/QUIZ/92871) •  18:30

25.02 KITCHEN TABLE CONVERSATION ON EU POLITICS
(/D/DETAIL/EVENT/KITCHEN-TABLE-CONVERSATION-EU-
POLITICS/201846)
PUBLIC DEBATE (/D/CATEGORY/PUBLIC-DEBATE/146926) •  18:30

26.02 MEET SPACE PIONEERS (/D/DETAIL/EVENT/MEET-SPACE-
PIONEERS/202114)
NETWORKING (/D/CATEGORY/NETWORKING/59160) •  18:00 - 21:00
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KIWIS AND AUSSIES POOL RESOURCES FOR LUX CHAMBER
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BUSINESS (/BUSINESS) •  14.02.2019

(/d/detail/snapshots/delano-live-avoiding-
burnout/202546)

DELANO LIVE: AVOIDING BURNOUT
(/D/DETAIL/SNAPSHOTS/DELANO-LIVE-AVOIDING-
BURNOUT/202546)
BUSINESS (/BUSINESS) •  06.02.2019
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AMBASSADOR IMPRESSED BY INNOVATION AT MAISON MODERNE
(/D/DETAIL/SNAPSHOTS/AMBASSADOR-IMPRESSED-INNOVATION-
MAISON-MODERNE/202010)
BUSINESS (/BUSINESS) •  05.02.2019

EDITOR'S PICKS
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RING DESIGN PAYS HOMAGE TO LUXEMBOURG
(/D/DETAIL/NEWS/RING-DESIGN-PAYS-HOMAGE-
LUXEMBOURG/202008)
LIFESTYLE (/LIFESTYLE) •  05.02.2019

LUXEMBOURG CITY IN TOP 10 GREENEST CAPITALS: UK SITE
(/D/DETAIL/NEWS/LUXEMBOURG-CITY-TOP-10-GREENEST-CAPITALS-
UK-SITE/201408)
CURRENT AFFAIRS (/CURRENT-AFFAIRS) •  28.01.2019­ ¬ ã Ø
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THE ELECTRIC DREAM IN LUXEMBOURG
(/D/DETAIL/NEWS/ELECTRIC-DREAM-LUXEMBOURG/200342)
BUSINESS (/BUSINESS) •  21.01.2019
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